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Reply Comments of Echo Group L.P.

Echo Group L.P. ("Echo"), by its attorneys,

hereby files these comments in response to the initial

comments filed on November 9, 1992 in response to the

Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and Tentative Decision

("Notice") in the above-captioned proceeding.*

* Echo substantially agrees with the Commission's
positions stated in the Notice and therefore did not
file earlier comments. However, in light of the
comments filed by other parties, Echo now files to
clarify its position as to channelization and the
scope of the licensed areas.
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Consistent with the comments of several par-

ties,* Echo supports channel allocations of not less than

50 kHz per licensee split between equal non-contiguous

frequency blocks for narrowband advanced messaging ser­

vice ("AMS").** Allocations of less than 50 kHz per

licensee would reduce the operational efficacy of fully

duplexed technologies such as Echo's mobile data radio

service ("MDRS").

AMS licensees should also be permitted to sub-

divide, at their discretion, their allocated channels

into subchannels at least as small as 5 kHz. Such flexi-

bility is necessary to accommodate the various forms of

AMS that may be developed by carriers or desired by us-

ers. Moreover, such subdivision would be necessary to

take full and immediate advantage of highly efficient

*

**

See, ~' Comments of Mobile Telecommunications
Technologies Corp. ("Mtel") (50 kHz channels at 930­
931 MHz, 25 or 50 kHz channels at 901-902 and 940­
941 MHz); Arch Communications (50+ kHz channels);
Freeman Engineering (50+ kHz channels); PacTel Pag­
ing (no channels greater than 100 kHz); Dial page
(no channels greater than 50 kHz); and Paging Net­
work, Inc. ("PageNet") (25 to 250 kHz channels).

See also Echo Group L.P. Petition for Rulemaking,
RM-7~(filed July 30, 1991) (proposing award of
three local and three nationwide commercial licenses
using 300 kHz of spectrum -- ~' 50 kHz per li­
censee within the 930-931 MHz band).
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narrowband technologies such as Echo's, which is present­

ly ready to be deployed and relies on frequency division

and time division multiple access techniques. Subdivi­

sion of channels may require additional coordination

among service providers to reduce interference concerns

if some licenses are regional rather than nationwide, but

will enable the most efficient possible use of the spec­

trum.

Contrary to Arch Communications' assertion,*

nationwide AMS licenses at 900 MHz would not be anticom­

petitive given the array of services that are contemplat­

ed unless all nationwide licenses are awarded to the same

party. Moreover, Arch Communications was the sole critic

of nationwide licensing; all other commenters who ad­

dressed nationwide licensing recognize that nationwide

licenses would enable services of inherently nationwide

application, such as Echo's MDRS, to be fully deployed.**

The economies of scale available to nationwide licensees

translate into better and lower cost service to subscrib­

ers. In authorizing nationwide licensing for the 220-222

MHz band, the Commission itself stated:

*

**

Comments of Arch Communications at 8.

See, ~, Comments of Mtel; PageNet.
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[N]ationwide assignments are a critical means
of achieving the greater spectrum efficiency
[the Commission] expect[s] from narrowband
technology research and development ....
Developments in recent years demonstrate a
growing demand for nationwide land mobile ser­
vices. Without a specific nationwide set­
aside, however, establishment of nationwide
systems ... would be impractical or impossi­
ble. . . . Development of these technologies
as they are applied to nationwide systems will
ultimately provide a broader base of radio
technology support for the marketplace.*

Nationwide and regional licenses would also best ensure

against undue interference between services providers.

Respectfully submitted,

ECHO GROUP L.P.

By:
Thomas J. Casey
Jay L. Birnbaum
Simone Wu
Skadden, Arps, Slate,

Meagher & Flom
1440 New York Avenue, N.W.
washington, D.C. 20005
(202) 371-7000

Its Attorneys

Dated: January 8, 1993

* Amendment of Part 90 of the Commission's Rules to
Provide for the Use of the 220-222 MHz Band by the
Private Land Mobile Radio Services, 6 F.C.C. Red.
2356, 2361 (1991).
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Simone Wu, hereby certify that copies of the
foregoing Reply Comments of Echo Group L.P. were sent
this 8th day of January, 1993, first class mail, postage
prepaid, to the parties on the attached Service List.

SImone Wu
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